
 

3 February 2008 - Ian Muir's  

Total

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

21 +A Shane Clarke 010 000 000 032 001 001 100 131 021 202 100 300 25

15 +A Carl Robson 000 501 100 332 110 300 020 121 501 501 110 502 47

7 A Kevin Tither 030 303 101 212 211 311 211 111 311 220 020 212 48

14 A Nick Ball 000 300 122 311 352 231 500 331 210 000 002 310 50

8 A Steve Wade 202 221 221 533 211 112 500 211 312 300 000 155 62

4 A Roger Dunkley 301 333 235 232 355 353 513 315 351 151 300 301 95

27 C Jeff Hall 010 000 020 000 010 000 102 000 211 000 000 100 12

25 C Mike Quinn 200 000 000 000 000 100 310 200 212 000 050 011 21

19 C Ricky Winkel 000 000 322 321 001 101 323 100 031 000 110 000 31

10 C John McLennan 112 111 231 350 200 500 535 210 533 000 210 521 66

10 C Gerry Foon 132 222 332 555 000 100 352 001 352 000 222 121 67

13 N Andy Latimer 301 100 553 521 111 150 330 100 333 000 300 210 57

12 Pres Richard Latimer 011 110 332 253 000 201 333 121 335 000 002 110 53

Individual Scores

 

hat if they held a Trial and nobody came was the question Mike Quinn and I were pondering on 

Sunday morning while viewing a decidedly average turnout of 11 other riders.  

This venue has become a bit same old same old in recent times so Mike and I decided to spend a bit 

of extra time and see if it offered more than we were used to. A ‘bit’ of extra time turned into three Saturday 

afternoons while we investigated, and even then barely scratched the surface of Ian’s property. We quickly 

established that it would be possible to get a decent loop with sections well spread out and able to be ridden in 

order without running into conflicting traffic. 

Sections 1 and 2 were in the usual area at the top of the track and I admit were not given as much though as some of 

the others, 2 particularly was almost identical to one I set some years ago! Neither seemed to give anyone much 

trouble but they both consistently robbed ones and twos. Section 3 was the first of the new sections and was set on 

a steep sidling among some kanuka / manuka. A tricky turn at the start penalised many although I found getting lost 

in the middle was my downfall. Section 4 was the exception to our self imposed rule of one way traffic but the 

discovery of running water and exposed roots was hard to resist. Section 5 was a series of tight turns amongst some 

manuka at the top of the hill – most of the A grade reckoned it was a bit tight but it was definitely ‘1’able. This 

section was probably Nick’s downfall, unable to claw back the 6 points he gave away to Kevin around the rest of the 

loop. 7 was an evil series of uphill turns on roots and loose going. Andy managed a top effort on his last ride for a 

clean – able to do what I couldn’t and get over the last hazard without penalty. 8 was bit of a trail ride through a 

firewood heap but had enough traction issues to keep most on their toes. The centrepiece of section 9 was very 

large fallen pine tree that we just couldn’t resist – over a metre in diameter and approached from below over pine 

needles and roots… Carl and Shane made it look easy and found a way back over it as well rather than the loop we 

envisaged them needing to rejoin the section. The rest of us twisted and turned over dried leaves and off camber 

turns. A small stump that we cut above footpeg height proved an impediment to the unwary and unobservant in the 

‘C’ grade. 10 was personal disappointment proving to be lot easier than anticipated – particularly for the ‘C’ grade 

(me included) who all headed for the Red and White end pegs rather than the coloured ends intended. The start of 

11 was right on top of the end of 10 which was something we had been keen to avoid but the two big logs for the 

super ‘A’s were too tempting… The ‘C’ grade were spoiled for choice in this section but when the first rider 

demolished the principal obstacle it turned into follow the leader. In hindsight we should have re-arrowed it for the 

second lap but no matter. This was the last of the new sections and a trail ride across the paddocks and back down 

towards the car park completed the loop. Section 12, on the way home, was a variation on an old favourite and to 

get a decent bank into it was marked to force the ‘A’ grade to perform a big loop and cross their own tracks. 
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Overall I thought he scores were encouraging for a club event – although the absence of any ‘B’ grades doesn’t give 

any guidance to the difficulty of their sections.. Shane and Carl seemed to be enjoying themselves, Kevin just edged 

out Nick by a couple of dabs (48 marks to 50) even though Nick had 14 cleans to Kev’s 7.  Jeff Hall and Mike Quinn 

had a good battle in the ‘C’ grade and are clearly ready to step up a grade next year. John McLennan, a yeehah rider 

who has seen the light had an excellent first trial to just edge out Gerry by a single point even after copping an extra 

5 for not having enough marks on his card. Andy rode well in a grade of 1 with an encouraging number of ‘cleans’. I 

had a pretty average day running into arm cramping during the second lap and then spending most of the last lap 

riding 3 or 4 seconds behind the bike!  Note to self to carry lots f fluids on hot days – but not a Camelbak ‘cos they 

fund anti motorcycle lobby groups in the US. 

As always a big thank you to Ian for the use of his venue – four times counting our recce days – and for the 

interesting drive around the property in his Patrol. 
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